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● Blackletter font also called Fraktur, Gothic, or Old English.

● From Western Europe such as Germany, Germany use Gothic 

until World War II. 

● During twelfth century to twenty century. 





● Blackletter hands were called Gothic by the modernist Lorenzo 

Valla and others in middle fifteenth century in Italy. 

● Used to describe the scripts of the Middle Ages in which the 

darkness of the characters overpowers the whiteness of the page. 
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● In the 1500’s, blackletter became less popular for printing in a 

lots of  countries except Germany and the Countries that 

speaking German.

● The best Textura specimen in the Gutenberg Museum Library’s 

collection is comes from Great Britain.





Overview
● Rotunda types,  the second oldest blackletter style never really 

caught on as a book type in German speaking lands, although 

twentieth century calligraphers, as well as arts and crafts 

designers, have used it quite well for display purposes. 







● Cursiva- developed in the 14th century as a simple  form of 
textualis.

● Hybrida( bastarda)- a mixture of textualis and cursiva, and it’s 
developed in the early 15th century. 

● Donatus Kalender- the name for the metal type design that 
Gutenberg used in his earliest surviving printed works, and it’s 
from the early 1450s.



Blackletters are difficult to read as body text so they 

are better used for headings, logos, posters and signs. 





● Newspaper headlines, magazine, Fette Fraktur are used for old 

fashioned headlines and beer advertising. 

● Wilhelm Klingspor Gotisch adorns many wine label. 

● Linotext and Old English are popular choices for certificates. 
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